Report on a Scuba Diving Trip to Brockville (Canada)

August 2007

After my two weeks in Seattle (Washington State, USA) on business, I arrived home and went straight up to Canada on a four-day scuba diving trip.  In Canada I dived in the St Lawrence Seaway, and did eight dives, mostly on wrecks, in warm but murky water.
Seattle

 

In Seattle, on the north-west coast of the USA, I stayed in a hotel and had a hire car, so I could get around to my meetings.  On the weekend I drove out to a place called Edmonds on the shore of Puget Sound, and did a short dive in my dry suit, but it wasn't very good (poor visibility) although there was more fish-life than I had expected.  Seattle is quite a nice place. 

 

I returned from Seattle on Wednesday (29 Aug) and arrived home at 11pm, only to find that I couldn't get to my garage as they had re-surfaced all the driveways.  So I had to park in the street and unpack my car, and then re-load it with all my stuff for Canada.  I should mention that I had parked my car at the airport for the time I was away in Seattle. 

Canada 

Then on Thursday morning I did the 8-hour drive north to Canada (Brockville - just south of Ottawa) and booked into my hotel there.  As I had a bit of spare time in the afternoon, I did a quick trip back into the Brockville town centre, and I also went to find where the dive boat was moored.  So on Friday morning I knew where to go and I did a double boat dive. Both dives were on wrecks in the St Lawrence Seaway, which is a fresh water river, fed by the great lakes, and a major shipping channel.  
The water in the St Lawrence River is warm because of the lock system used by the ships - only the top layer of warm water gets passed downstream.  So although I took my dry-suit with me, I ended up diving in my 2mm wetsuit (but I did get a bit cold on the second dive). 

Then on Friday afternoon the rest of the group arrived (seven of us) and we did double dives on Saturday, Sunday and Monday mornings.  It was strange to see huge ocean-going cargo ships thumping past only meters away from our dive-boat.  
The centre-line of the St Lawrence Seaway is the USA-Canada border, but unfortunately we could only dive the wrecks on the Canadian side, because of the new border-control measures.  Apparently there are some really good wrecks on the USA side, and before the new border controls, divers were free to dive on both sides of the river.
 
The Dives

The dives were mostly on wrecks - either metal or wooden ones, and the St Lawrence has a fairly constant current running.  One method used is for the dive boat to dump the divers on the surface ahead of a marker buoy, and you drift on the surface and then go down the buoy line to the wreck.  Another method is to moor the boat to a buoy and let the divers descend directly onto the wreck.  One of the wrecks even has a series of concrete blocks alongside it, with chains connecting the blocks.  That allows the divers to pull themselves along the side of the wreck without grabbing it.  

At the end of the dive, there's the option of coming back up the mooring line, or simply letting go and drifting along to a pre-determined point and then surfacing for a 'live' pick-up by the boat.  We did all of these things, and it worked really well.
However, it's a leap of faith to rapidly drift along a wall, looking for a single rope line to the surface which you're told is there.  Luckily we all managed to find the rope line, and surfaced without incident.

After the morning double-dives, the others did some afternoon shore-dives, as there's plenty of sports where the underwater attractions are readily available from the shore-line.  I stayed at the hotel and wrote-up my dives instead.

Back to Work

Then on Monday, after the two morning dives, I left Canada at noon and drove back to Baltimore, but there were huge delays because of road works, and I didn't get home until 11pm.  Sleep, then back to work (remember work? - it's what I do between dive trips).
Nick Jones
 

