Nick's Trip To Bahamas (Nassau)
13-17 September 2007

Summary

I went to Nassau for a few days and did 12 dives including one exciting shark feed dive.  Many of the dives in Nassau are on wrecks, and I was surprised at the number of wrecks there.  I flew down and back, as part of a group from Columbia Scuba, here in Maryland, and we stayed in the Wyndham Resort.
The water was warm, and the visibility was good.  Most dives were wall dives or wreck dives, and there were no currents.

Travel To Nassau
I had an early morning flight on American Airlines from the Baltimore Washington Airport (BWI) and after meeting the rest of the group at the airport we all flew to Miami International Airport (MIA) where we changed aircraft for the flight to Nassau.  The aircraft from Miami was a much smaller one (20-seater) and we were taken from the terminal to the plane, by a bus.  The flight from Miami to Nassau was short, and when we arrived it was raining.

We cleared immigration, picked up our bags, cleared customs and headed outside to find our transport to the hotel.  The transport turned out to be a mini-van, and we only just managed to squeeze everything in.

At the hotel we checked in, filling in all the necessary paper-work, and giving the hotel our credit cards.  The Wyndham Resort and Casino was a large complex of four main towers, two of which were closed for renovations, and included a casino and several restaurants.  The large outside pool was also closed for renovations, but we had the run of the Sheraton's pool, not that I actually used it.
The rooms were standard hotel-style, with a wide-screen cable TV, a really nice twin-washbasin vanity area, a small bathroom/toilet, some storage areas, and a coffee-maker.  There were two double beds, which was just as well, as I was sharing the room with Carlos.
Our First Dives
The next day, we had all our dive gear ready to go, and we were picked up at the front of the hotel by a big pink bus, one of the buses run by Stuart Cove's dive centre.  The bus took us via the scenic route along the coast line from the north side to the south side, where the dive centre was.  Stuart Cove's has about 20 boats, but half of them were out of action with engine problems.  Our allocated boat was "Youngdom", an inboard-engine boat which held our group of 11 quite comfortably.  There was an under-cover cabin area, and even a marine toilet!

Our departure was delayed a bit as several of us decided at the last minute to switch to using Nitrox instead of air, as there was a reasonable three-day Nitrox package for $50.  We had to wait to get the Nitrox fills, and analyze the mix, before we put the tanks on board.

As our dives were "two-tank" dives, I had decided to set up my cylinders as twins, and use the same pair of tanks on both dives.  This meant that I could effectively dive solo, and this worked well for the whole trip.

Our first dive was a wall dive which gave me the opportunity to go 'deep', well over 30m anyway.  The water was warm, and although I had taken a thin wetsuit, with water temperatures of 29C/85F I was toasty-warm in my lycra suit.  After a short surface interval, we did our second dive, a shallower one on the "Bond Wrecks" - left-overs from James Bond films.
My Afternoon Dives

Our original plan, for the group, was to do only the morning dives on the first day, and then do a night dive, and then do morning and afternoon twin-dives on the next two days.  I wasn't particularly interested in the night dive, and as the two morning dives had been good, I paid separately for two extra afternoon dives, and did them while the rest of the group retired.

The afternoon dives were really shallow ones, as I was on a boat with a bunch of inexperienced divers.  Luckily for me, though, with my twin-tank setup, I was able to dive by myself.  After the dives, the pink buses took all the afternoon divers back to their various hotels.
Subsequent Dives

Over the next two days, we all did two morning dives and two afternoon dives.  Between dives we had lunch at Stuart Cove's, and this was a hamburger, and a packet of chips for $8.  

The pink bus picked us up at the hotel in the morning, and returned us after the dives, in the late-afternoon.

The plan had been for us to stick with "Youngdom" as our dive boat, but it had been having some engine troubles, so they switched us to the "Barge", which was a twin outboard engine boat with a flat deck, little room to move, and only a flat shade over the top.  This was not really a good dive-boat, and thankfully "Youngdom" was fixed by our last day.
The only 'incident' worth mentioning was when I 'lost' my BC.  I had left it on "Youngdom" overnight with some of my other gear, and when we switched to the Barge the next day, all my other equipment was on "Youngdom", but not my BC.  So I ran around trying to find it, with little success.  Eventually I did find it - still on the "Youngdom", but in a different place.
The Dives
The diving seemed to follow a standard plan - do a deeper dive, have a quite short surface interval, and then do a quite shallow dive.  Unfortunately this meant that the first afternoon dive would be deeper than the second morning dive, but at least there was a bigger gap between dives, over lunch.  All the dives were limited to about 45 minutes all-up, which seemed quite short.  Most of the dives were "follow the leader" style, and our Divemaster was a nice young lady from Canada.
I think this was all dictated by the schedule - the boats had to return from the morning dives and be unloaded then reloaded with tanks for the afternoon dives, and there wasn't much time in between.  To squeeze in four dives each day meant the dives had to be kept relatively short.
The visibility was generally about 20 metres, and there was a reasonable amount of fish-life, although I had expected to see more.  I saw one turtle, which was totally unperturbed by divers, even when we surrounded it and went really close for photos.  There was the occasional small barracuda, and most of the fish seemed very used to divers.  There was the occasional moray eel, but I only saw sharks on the designated 'shark dives', so I think the sharks stay pretty-much in one place.
The Shark Feed

We had all signed up, at extra cost, to do a special shark-feed dive, and it turned out to be really good.  Unlike other shark-feeds I have seen, where all the food comes out at once and the sharks have a bit of a frenzy, this one was much more controlled, with fish pieces being taken from a cage, one at a time on the end of a pole, and being presented to the next shark which cruised past.  

So no frenzy, but lots of big sharks (all grey reef sharks) and they came very close.  I was bumped several times by the slowly-moving monsters.

The whole lot was videoed and photographed, and the feeder and photographers all wore chain-mail shark-suits.  The rest of us were positioned in a big circle around the central feeding-area.

The sharks all seemed relatively civilised, possibly as a result of being hand-fed almost every day.

Eating

Food in Nassau generally seemed quite expensive.  Nassau is a tourist destination, and several large cruise ships come in each day.  At our Wyndham Hotel the main restaurant seemed expensive, so we went to look at the others but they were also expensive.  I ended up in the 'Deli', a sandwich place attached to the casino (which was very large, but with only a few people using it).

On Saturday night we went out as a group to "Atlantis" which is a huge complex with some quite spectacular pieces of glass sculpture, and a casino, and lots of places to eat.  Again, the restaurants were quite expensive, and we settled on a slightly cheaper one which thankfully turned out to be a non-smoking restaurant.
Our Return Flights

We dived on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, and our flight back was on Monday evening.  We arranged to extend out hotel checkout time from 11 am to 1 pm, and after that I just sat in the foyer while the others went off to explore.  At 4 pm our airport transfer bus arrived, and we headed out to the airport.

One of the unusual but really good things was that you actually do an inwards US immigration and customs clearance at Nassau, before actually departing.  This means that when you arrive at Miami, you arrive as a domestic passenger and can just transfer normally to your next flight.  This was fantastic, as on all my previous trips abroad there had been a big delay in getting through customs and immigration on arrival.

Back at BWI, our baggage arrived and we all went home.  I arrived home at midnight, and went to work the next day.

Dive Summary

	Date
	Location
	Depth
	Time

	14 Sep 2007
	DC3 wreck
	30 m
	47

	14 Sep 2007
	Bond Wrecks
	14 m
	47

	14 Sep 2007
	Heineken Wall
	29 m
	43

	14 Sep 2007
	Cessna Wreck
	8 m
	43

	15 Sep 2007
	Port Nelson
	25 m
	53

	15 Sep 2007
	Mike's Wall
	21 m
	62

	15 Sep 2007
	Steel Forest
	27 m
	45

	15 Sep 2007
	Will Laurie
	17 m
	51

	16 Sep 2007
	Ray of Hope
	33 m
	50

	16 Sep 2007
	Shark Feed
	13 m
	56

	16 Sep 2007
	Tunnel Wall
	29 m
	47

	16 Sep 2007
	Hollywood Bowl
	9 m
	35


All-up it cost me about $US 120 per dive
Nick Jones

